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balance using the numbers of both Congress
and the executive branch.

It cuts unnecessary spending in hundreds
of Government programs. It reforms welfare,
putting in place a system that ends welfare
as we know it and moves more people from
welfare to work. It honors our values by pro-
tecting Medicare and Medicaid and investing
in our future through education and the envi-
ronment. It closes corporate loopholes and
cuts taxes for working families and small
businesses. Most important, this is the sec-
ond year of the plan I presented to the Amer-
ican people to balance the budget in 7 years.
This budget underscores my personal deter-
mination. We will balance the budget. The
best way for that to happen is for Congress
and I to work together.

In the coming weeks, we must seize the
opportunity we now have to give the Amer-
ican people a moment of real bipartisan
achievement. Over the last several months
I have worked closely with the bipartisan
congressional leadership. We have spent
hours and hours together in serious and pro-
ductive discussions. The congressional lead-
ers and I have identified $700 billion in sav-
ings common to both our plans. That is more
than enough to balance the budget in 7 years
and to provide a tax cut.

I am ready to work with the leaders of
Congress to finish the job. Toward that end,
I have invited the bipartisan congressional
leadership to meet with me tomorrow at the
White House. I will urge them to address
our pressing national concerns: balancing the
budget, welfare reform, the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum health care bill, the antiterrorism legis-
lation. And we’ll also discuss the prospects
for progress on all these areas in the weeks
ahead.

We have to meet our common obligation
to act on our urgent national priorities. We
should enact a balanced budget and we
should do it now, not after the November
election, not after the political season, not
later, but now. The American people deserve
nothing less. It is the right thing to do.

Now I’d like to call on the Vice President
to discuss some of the priorities in the budget
that we are pursuing consistent with our
strategy. And then others will come forward
to brief you on other aspects of the budget.

Mr. Vice President.

[At this point, the Vice President made re-
marks.]

Q. Mr. President, have you heard from the
congressional leaders?

The President. We’re going to meet to-
morrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Proclamation 6872—Women’s
History Month, 1996
March 19, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
It is impossible to fully appreciate Ameri-

ca’s proud history without recognizing the ex-
traordinary contributions that women have
made to our country since its founding.
Women’s History Month provides an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the countless women who
have enriched our Nation and to ensure that
their achievements—in homes and busi-
nesses, schools and hospitals, courtrooms and
statehouses—will always be remembered.

We have come a long way since Abigail
Adams asked her husband John to ‘‘remem-
ber the ladies’’ when drafting the Constitu-
tion, and we recognize that women not only
have broadened and reshaped the path laid
by our Founding Fathers, but also have made
new avenues toward progress and justice. Fe-
male workers filled the textile mills that
drove the Industrial Revolution. Women like
Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton fought tirelessly for
suffrage and women’s rights. Jane Addams
founded America’s first settlement house for
poor immigrants and established social work
as a new and respected field. And farm and
migrant laborers across the country gained
the leadership of Dolores Huerta when she
joined the newly created United Farm Work-
ers Union.

Indeed, there is no aspect of our history
left untouched by women—from the first
published American poet, Anne Bradstreet;
to Sacajawea, Lewis and Clark’s interpreter
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and guide; to Harriet Tubman, heroine of
the Underground Railroad; to Margaret
Mead, who revolutionized the study of an-
thropology. Writers and artists such as Laura
Ingalls Wilder, Mary Cassatt, Beverly Sills,
Amy Tan, and Martha Graham have captured
our imaginations. Champions like Wilma Ru-
dolph and Bonnie Blair have taken America
to great heights in the international sports
world.

Today, women make up close to half of
our Nation’s labor force, and women-owned
businesses are changing the face of the
American and global economies. But barriers
to equality remain. Despite the efforts of
women like Esther Peterson, a leader in the
effort to end gender-based salary differences,
many women are still paid considerably less
than their male counterparts. Often these
women also struggle with the dual respon-
sibilities of raising a family and meeting the
demands of a full-time job.

Last September, thousands of women
from around the globe met to discuss these
issues at the United Nations Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing, China,
and to develop a Platform for Action. The
resulting document represents a powerful
consensus on the need to advance women’s
status by improving access to education,
health care, jobs, and credit. It describes the
fundamental desire of all women to enjoy
basic legal and human rights and to take part
in political life. Only through our commit-
ment to these principles can we forever end
discrimination and injustice based on gender,
promote women’s full participation in all as-
pects of American life, and join people every-
where who seek true equality.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 1996, as
Women’s History Month. I call upon Gov-
ernment officials, educators, and all Ameri-
cans to observe this month with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities; to re-
member year-round the many important
contributions that women make to our coun-
try each day; and to learn and share informa-
tion about women’s history in homes, class-

rooms, and community centers across the
Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:46 a.m., March 20, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 21.

Memorandum on Funds for
International Financial Institutions
and Organizations
March 19, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–19

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
523 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law
104–107)

Pursuant to section 523 of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law
104–107), I hereby certify that withholding
from international financial institutions and
other international organizations and pro-
grams funds appropriated or otherwise made
available pursuant to that Act is contrary to
the national interest.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 20.

Remarks to the National Center for
Tobacco-Free Kids
March 20, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Alan.
And I want to thank the Lung Association,
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